
 

 
 

Dr Helen Phillips 
Chair  
Legal Services Board 
One Kemble Street 
London 
WC2B 4AN 
 
By email: contactus@legalservicesboard.org.uk 
 
8 November 2019 
 
 
Dear Helen 
 
Solicitors Qualification Examination ("SQE") 
 
As you will be aware, the Junior Lawyers Division ("JLD") provided a response to your draft 
business plan for 2019/20, specifically commenting on the initial application by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority ("SRA") for the approval of the SQE and your subsequent decision 
notice granting approval1. You may also be aware that we subsequently wrote to the Justice 
Select Committee (“JSC”) on the 21 June 2019 setting out our concerns with the approval. 
We have recently written again to the JSC on this same issue, I enclose copies of both of 
these letters for your convenience.   
 
Background 
 
Since the introduction of the SQE in 2015, the JLD has worked tirelessly to ensure our 
members’ interests are represented. The introduction of the SQE will have a significant 
impact on a large proportion of our members (and future members) and they are key 
stakeholders in the development of a new system for qualification. 
 
The JLD is supportive, in principle, of the SRA's decision to overhaul the current system and 
develop a consistent centralised standard, as we recognise that there are limitations with the 
current system of education and training. That said, the JLD is keen to ensure that the SQE 
will be fit for purpose. 
 
We have worked closely with the SRA over the past four years and have also responded to 
their consultations on this issue. The work that the JLD has undertaken in relation to the 
SQE can be found on our website. 
 
Moving forward 
 
The JLD remains concerned with the structure of the SQE and the impact it may have on the 
future of the profession.  
 
We have given the SRA the opportunity to assuage our concerns but are still firmly of the 
view that the proposed introduction of SQE, in its current form, poses significant risks to the 
standing and credibility (both domestically and internationally) of the solicitor qualification.  
 

                                                 
1 https://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/Uploads/k/t/k/lsb-draft-business-plan-19-20-consultation-jld-
response.pdf 
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We are aware that the SRA needs to obtain further approval from the LSB before the SQE 
can be brought into being and that the application is expected to be made in 2020.  
 
Before that application is brought before the LSB, the JLD would like to see the SRA 
undertaking further, meaningful consultation with stakeholders and the groups affected by 
the proposed changes to legal education in England and Wales, including (but not limited to) 
the Ethnic Minority Lawyers Division, the Lawyers with Disabilities Division and the Welsh 
Language Commissioner. 
 
We suggest that the SRA's next application to the LSB be carefully considered with the LSB 
questioning to the SRA, before the application is made, in respect of the various stakeholder 
concerns. We believe this necessary to ensure sufficient evidence is provided, by the SRA, 
to show that concerns have been dealt with. The JLD would be happy to offer further 
briefings and to propose questions to be put to the SRA if this would assist the LSB in any 
way.  
 
The JLD look forward to hearing from you in relation to the LSB's next steps and any 
involvement or assistance you may find helpful from the JLD.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 
Amy Clowrey  
Chair, Junior Lawyers Division (outgoing) 
Email: juniorlawyers@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
Enc.  JLD letter to the JSC dated 21 June 2019 
 JLD letter to the JSC dated 7 November 2019 

 

mailto:juniorlawyers@lawsociety.org.uk

